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in such an attack. It maintains 2,000 "circles" for their
training by chemists and scientists, members of the
Institute of Chemical Defence, also an Osoaviachim
organization.
In these regions refuge cellars have been provided
and by frequent drills the population has been trained
in their use. Instruction also is given in making such
areas safe from gas penetration. A ring of observation
posts has been established and men and women are
trained to distinguish enemy planes and to signal their
approach.
Perhaps as indicative as anything of the extent to
which all life in the Soviet Union is governed by the
expectation of war is the widespread military stand-
ardization of all objects that can be used in war.
If a peasant goes to a store for a water bucket he
will receive one made for the Red Army. Government-
owned farms have military field telephones. Harness
is of army type. Caterpillar tractors, built by the gov-
ernment for plowing and harvesting, are constructed in
accordance with military specifications. The boots the
peasant buys are made exactly as the boots of the
soldier.
Even the civilian clothes are cut on military pattern.
Mind and body are constantly reminded that the enemy
is standing at the gate.
That the war hysteria of the Russians is, in part,
at any rate, being utilized by the Kremlin to stimulate
Russian workers and peasants to their utmost in the